divided into two parts. Protestant Prussia ruled the present
Third Reich, with some Frenchmen in Alsace, a few Belgians
and Danes, and a large number of Poles in that part of Poland
which Germany held. But the great German family ruled
through Austria, and on a sharing basis with Hungary, over the
Czechs and Slovaks and Croats and Slovenes and Rutheniaas
and the Bosnian and Herzegoviman Serbs and over all their
lands and resources. When Germany took the field she had as
ally Austria-Hungary, which really meant another Germany,
under a Catholic Emperor, with a population of over 60 millions
and vast resources in animal, vegetable, mineral and industrial
wealth.

To-day that second Germany, that powerful military ally,
has dwindled to a small state of 7,000,000 people. The Austrians,
as far as I can see, would have to fight for Germany if she made
war, if by that time they were not already part of Germany.
You may permit yourself a roseate dream of Austrian neutrality,
but I think it is only a dream. Austria's destiny is handcuffed
to that of Germany.

Even Austria would mean a welcome increase in power and
valuable raw materials, such as the iron ores of Styria.

Czechoslovakia was the workshop and gunsmith's shop of the
old Austro-Hungarian Empire. Her industry, save for a re-
grettable leaning towards the manufacture of trashy goods, is on
the level of the German, her armaments factories are equal to
almost any in the world. Germany in possession of Czecho-
slovakia would have another great reservoir of man-power and
munition-power, waiting to be turned into striking-power
against the real enemy. True, you may say that the Czecho-
slovaks would be as indigestible to the Germans as the Germans
to the Czechs; but the Czechs worked for and fought for the
Germans for long enough, and why should they not do so again
if the outer world deserts them?

So don't talk about 'fighting for Czechoslovakia'. If Czecho-
slovakia goes, that means more men and more munitions to be
used against you, more aeroplanes one day over the south-east
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